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The  Obama-Lincoln  Parallel:  A  Closer  Look 

Jan.  17,  2009 

(CBS)  Barack  Obama's  arrival  in  Washington  by  train  today  harkens  back  to  the  inaugural  White  House  trip  of  the  former  President  who 
is  Obama's  political  idol:  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  1861,  our  16th  President  rode  the  rails  through  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania 
en  route  to  the  capital. 

"He  called  it  'my  circuitous  journey,'"  says  Lincoln  biographer  Harold  Holzer,  an  author  or  editor  of  33  books  about  Lincoln,  including  his 
recently  published  "Lincoln:  President-Elect." 

"He  knew  that  it  was  a  cockeyed  itinerary  meant  to  expose  him  to  as  many  people  as  possible.  They  say  250,000  people  saw  him  -  more 
than  had  ever  cast  eyes  on  a  President  in  the  history  of  the  country." 

Obama  began  in  Philadelphia,  where  148  years  ago  Lincoln  stopped  to  raise  an  American  flag  outside  Independence  Hall,  where  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  ratified,  though  in  Lincolns'  time  the  flag  had  only  34  stars  on  it  -  one  for  every  state  in  the  then-smaller 
union. 

"It  didn't  recognize  that  seven  states  had  seceded,"  Holzer  says. 

The  train  rides  are  another  symbolic  link  between  Lincoln  and  Obama.  The  parallels  range  from  the  superficial  -  their  tapered  physiques, 
their  young  children  living  in  the  White  House  -  to  the  serious:  Lincoln  freed  the  slaves,  and  Obama  will  be  the  first  African-American 
president. 

From  the  start  of  his  political  career,  Obama  seems  to  have  modeled  himself  on  Lincoln.  Both  were  born  in  other  states  -  Hawaii  for 
Obama,  Kentucky  for  Lincoln  -  before  settling  in  Illinois.  Each  became  a  lawyer  then  served  in  the  state  legislature  before  serving  a 
single  term  in  Congress.  Each  rocketed  onto  the  national  political  stage  with  powerful  speeches  and  became  commander-in-chief  without 
any  military  experience. 

For  Lincoln,  the  turning  point  was  his  1857  speech  at  the  Illinois  state  house  for  preserving  the  union.  "A  house  divided  cannot  stand," 
Lincoln  said,  drawing  inspiration  from  scripture.  "I  believe  this  government  cannot  endure  permanently,  half  slave  and  half  free." 

The  next  year,  Lincoln's  debates  with  Stephen  Douglas  in  a  U.S.  Senate  race  he  lost  placed  him  at  the  center  of  the  nation's  most 
pressing  question.  (Two  years  later,  he  would  edge  out  Douglas  for  the  presidency.) 

For  Obama,  the  breakthrough  was  his  2004  keynote  address  at  the  Democratic  National  Convention,  when  as  a  little-known  U.S  Senate 
candidate  he  pleaded  for  unity.  'There  is  not  a  liberal  America  and  a  conservative  America,  there  is  the  United  States  of  America,"  he 
said. 

"Lincoln  and  Obama  shared  a  loved  of  words,  a  belief  that  rhetoric  and  oratory  could  change  people's  minds,  and  the  way  they  would 
express  things,  the  confidence  they  would  have  in  a  debate  -  not  by  fiery  oratory,  but  by  a  calming  presence,  a  reasoned  argument," 
says  Rice  University  History  Professor  Douglas  Brinkley,  also  the  presidential  historian  for  CBS  News. 

"Obama  has  learned  from  Lincoln,  and  what  he's  learned  is  how  to  hold  a  civil  debate  without  giving  up  your  main  position,  meaning  you 
don't  have  to  put  your  finger  in  your  enemy's  face  and  scold  him.  You  can  have  dignity  and  composure  and  still  win  an  argument," 
Brinkley  says. 

Lincoln  made  sure  a  text  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates  was  published,  and  it  sold  tens  of  thousands  of  copies  in  the  months  leading  to 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  Chicago,  where  Lincoln's  backers  snatched  the  Presidential  nomination  from  the  frontrunner, 
Senator  William  Seward  of  New  York. 

(Like  Lincoln,  Obama  appointed  his  party's  runner-up,  Hillary  Clinton,  who  held  the  same  office  as  Seward,  to  be  Secretary  of  State). 

In  the  19th  century,  presidential  candidates  neither  spoke  at  the  conventions  nor  campaigned  publicly  in  the  fall.  Instead,  Lincoln's  anti- 
slavery  oration  at  Cooper  Union  in  New  York  City  became  a  campaign  manifesto,  similar  to  Obama's  book,  "The  Audacity  of  Hope,"  his 
second  best-seller  following  his  memoir,  "Dreams  from  My  Father." 

"In  a  campaign  culture  in  which  Presidential  candidates  didn't  speak,  that  (Lincoln)  book  was  as  important  as  Senator  Obama's  books  in 
creating  his  public  image,"  Holzer  says. 

Last  March,  pushing  his  Lincoln  connection,  Obama  used  Cooper  Union  as  his  platform  to  call  for  major  economic  reforms.  "Our  free 
market  was  never  meant  to  be  a  free  license  to  take  what  you  can  get,  however  you  can  get  it,"  Obama  said. 

In  a  sense,  both  of  their  buzzwords  as  candidates  was  "change,"  because  Lincoln  was  the  first  president  elected  on  an  anti-slavery 
platform.  "He  was  the  first  candidate  who  expressed  his  refusal  to  allow  slavery  to  move  into  the  West  just  unobstructed,  and  that  was  a 
major  change,  and  that  was  a  change  to  which  the  Southern  states  reacted,"  Holzer  says. 
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On  the  campaign  trail,  Obama  often  said  Lincoln  was  his  favorite  president,  telling  reporters  once  that  during  Senate  "squabbling"  he'd 
venture  down  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  for  a  respite  and  to  be  reminded  "of  all  the  hard  times  that  this  country  has  gone  through."  Last 
weekend,  Obama  took  his  family  there. 

With  Lincoln  often  ranking  atop  historians'  surveys  of  the  greatest  U.S.  presidents,  who  wouldn't  want  the  "Lincolnesque"  moniker 
applied  to  them?  Obama's  circle  goes  further  in  portraying  him  as  also  fulfilling  the  legacies  of  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Martin  Luther  King. 

"What  all  of  those  men  have  in  common  is  a  kind  of  rallying  the  country  together  behind  words,"  Brinkley  says.  "If  people  start  to  have  the 
name  Barack  Obama  uttered  in  the  same  breath  as  Martin  Luther  King  or  Abraham  Lincoln,  that's  walking  in  pretty  tall  cotton." 

As  Brinkley  sees  it,  a  better  analogy  lies  between  Obama  and  Franklin  Roosevelt,  who  inherited  the  Great  Depression  or  Lyndon 
Johnson,  who  launched  the  Great  Society  programs.  The  Lincoln  inspiration,  Brinkley  says,  is  nothing  new. 

"All  Presidents  walk  the  corridor  and  think  about  Lincoln.  They  stare  at  his  portrait.  Richard  Nixon  used  to  drink  gin  and  have  the  Secret 
Service  take  him  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  at  night  just  to  talk  to  Lincoln's  statue,"  Brinkley  says.  Theodore  Roosevelt  wore  a  lock  of 
Lincoln's  hair  in  a  ring  on  his  finger. 

"We  don't  realize  how  hard  it  is  to  be  President  and  how  lonely  it  is  in  the  White  House,"  Brinkley  says,  especially  when  rebel  troops  are 
occupying  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

"It's  very  hard  to  say  who  has  a  tougher  job,"  says  Holzer.  "Is  it  the  man  who's  facing  a  fiscal  crisis  worse  than  any  since  the  Depression 
and  also  the  specter  of  nuclear  war,  terrorism,  health  pandemics,  and  all  of  the  issues  that  a  21st  century  president  has  to  deal  with  and 
hopefully  solve?  Or  is  it  the  President  who  is  facing  the  destruction  of  the  entire  country  that  he's  been  elected  to  lead?" 

The  next  parallel  comes  Tuesday,  when  Obama  takes  the  oath  as  our  44th  President,  he  will  rest  his  hand  on  the  very  bible  once  owned 
and  used  by  Lincoln  at  his  first  inauguration. 
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Inaugural  luncheon  menu  honors  Lincoln 

By  Karen  Herzog  of  the  Journal  Sentinel 
Posted:  Jan.  17,  2009 

Will  Sasha  and  Malia  Obama  munch  on  pheasant  fingers  Tuesday  at  their  dad's  inaugural  luncheon? 

No  one  is  saying  whether  a  kids'  meal  is  being  planned  for  the  children  of  President-elect  Barack  Obama  after 
their  dad  takes  the  oath  of  office  Tuesday. 

But  wild  game  and  root  vegetables  are  on  the  official  luncheon  menu.  Both  are  a  nod  to  President  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  favored  the  simple  frontier  foods  and  root  vegetables  of  his  native  Kentucky  and  Indiana. 

The  luncheon  in  Statuary  Hall  for  about  200  guests  -  including  Obama  and  Vice  President-elect  Joseph  Biden, 
their  families,  the  Supreme  Court,  cabinet  designees  and  members  of  the  congressional  leadership  -  is  designed  to 
reflect  the  theme  of  the  2009  inaugural  ceremonies,  "A  New  Birth  of  Freedom." 

The  theme  celebrates  the  bicentennial  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  That  means  dessert  also  will  feature 
Lincoln's  favorite  treat:  apples. 

The  menu,  created  by  caterer  Design  Cuisine  of  Arlington,  Va.,  features  a  first  course  of  seafood  stew  paired  with 
a  2007  Sauvignon  Blanc  from  Duckhorn  Vineyards  of  Napa  Valley. 

The  second  course  is  "A  Brace  of  American  Birds"  (pheasant  and  duck),  served  with  sour  cherry  chutney  and 
molasses  sweet  potatoes,  paired  with  a  2005  Pinot  Noir  by  Goldeneye  in  Anderson  Valley.  The  third  course  is 
Apple  Cinnamon  Sponge  Cake  and  Sweet  Cream  Glace  paired  with  a  California  champagne,  Korbel  Natural 
"Special  Inaugural  Cuvee."  (For  the  recipes,  visit  www.inaugaral.senate.gov/luncheon.  Some  also  will  be  printed 
in  Wednesday's  Food  section.) 

The  first  course  will  be  served  on  replicas  of  china  from  the  Lincoln  presidency,  which  was  selected  by  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  at  the  beginning  of  her  husband's  first  term  in  office.  The  china  features  the  American  bald  eagle 
standing  above  the  U.S.  coat  of  arms,  surrounded  by  a  wide  border  of  solferino,  a  purple-red  hue  popular  among 
the  fashionable  hosts  of  the  day,  according  to  a  press  release  from  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on 
Inaugural  Ceremonies,  which  has  hosted  the  inaugural  luncheon  for  more  than  a  century. 

Lincoln  favored  root  vegetables  and  wild  game  while  growing  up,  and  developed  a  taste  for  stewed  and  scalloped 
oysters  as  his  tastes  matured,  according  to  the  committee.  For  dessert  or  a  snack,  nothing  pleased  Lincoln  more 
than  a  fresh  apple  or  apple  cake. 

Asparagus  is  included  in  the  "winter"  vegetable  medley,  even  though  Obama  reportedly  isn't  a  fan  of  the  green 
stalks. 
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Wines  served  during  the  inaugural  luncheon  are  all  from  California,  the  home  state  of  Sen.  Dianne  Feinstein, 
chairman  of  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Inaugural  Ceremonies. 

During  the  luncheon,  it's  traditional  for  the  president  and  vice  president  to  be  presented  with  gifts  by  Congress  on 
behalf  of  the  American  people. 

Obama  and  Biden  each  will  receive  a  framed  official  photograph  taken  of  their  swearing-in  ceremony  by  a  Senate 
photographer,  as  well  as  flags  flown  over  the  U.S.  Capitol  during  the  inaugural  ceremonies,  which  precede  the 
luncheon. 

The  president  and  vice  president  also  will  receive  one-of-a-kind  engraved  crystal  bowls  depicting  the  White 
House  on  a  crystal  base;  each  will  have  the  recipient's  name  and  title  inscribed. 

Each  guest  at  the  luncheon  also  will  receive  a  crystal  vase  etched  with  a  depiction  of  the  U.S.  Capitol. 

Floral  arrangements  at  the  luncheon  are  to  feature  hydrangeas  in  shades  of  purple  and  blue,  Hot  Mojolica  spray 
roses,  bright  Red  Charlotte  roses  and  light  blue  delphinium. 

After  the  luncheon,  the  floral  arrangements  will  be  given  to  the  Walter  Reed  Army  Medical  Center. 


Find  this  article  at: 
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Lincoln's  Lessons  for  a  New  President 

Nothing  comes  easy  in  the  White  House. 
By  JAY  WINIK 

Now  that  the  grandeur  of  the  inauguration  is  over,  this  morning  is  President 
Barack  Obama's  first  in  the  Oval  Office,  and  the  hard  work  of  governing  finally 
begins.  More  than  any  president  in  memory,  Mr.  Obama  has  evoked  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  made  his  presidential  announcement  in  Springfield,  111.,  where 
Lincoln  once  served  as  a  legislator.  He  copiously  read  Lincoln  histories.  He 
placed  his  hand  yesterday  on  the  Lincoln  Bible.  But  what  are  the  real  lessons  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  presidency? 

Early  on,  Lincoln  learned  that  tumult  is  inherent  in  governing.  Mr.  Obama  has 
already  declared  that  he  doesn't  want  "drama"  within  his  cabinet  and  staff,  but 
Lincoln's  experience  suggests  that  he  should  expect  precisely  that.  From  the 
outset  of  his  administration,  Lincoln's  secretary  of  state,  William  Seward,  a 
former  senator  from  New  York,  was  assiduously  scheming  against  his  president. 
Where  Lincoln  saw  civil  war  as  inevitable,  Seward  was  freelancing,  calling  for 
negotiations  with  the  South  and  privately  telling  Confederates  that  their 
differences  could  be  peacefully  resolved. 

Then  there  were  Lincoln's  problems  with  his  generals.  In  1862,  despite  Lincoln's 
pleading,  Gen.  George  McClellan  refused  to  attack  the  Confederates.  When 
senators  clamored  for  McClellan  to  be  removed,  Lincoln  feebly  replied,  "Whom 
shall  I  put  in  command?"  "Well  anybody!"  Sen.  Benjamin  Wade  told  Lincoln. 
"Well  anybody  will  do  for  you,"  Lincoln  said,  "but  not  for  me.  I  must  have 
somebody*." 

Only  after  much  wasted  time  was  McClellan  finally  dismissed.  But  from  there, 
Lincoln  had  to  contend  with  a  procession  of  woefully  unsatisfactory  generals 
until  he  eventually  found  Ulysses  S.  Grant:  He  had  to  fire  Ambrose  Burnside,  get 
rid  of  Joseph  Hooker,  and  marginalize  George  Meade.  Even  at  war's  end,  Lincoln 
was  still  struggling  to  forge  consensus  inside  his  administration.  He  outlined  his 
vision  for  reincorporating  the  South  into  the  Union,  only  to  meet  with  fierce 
resistance  from  his  own  cabinet.  In  one  revealing  moment,  the  president 
sheepishly  said,  "You  are  all  against  me." 

Another  lesson  from  Lincoln  is  to  blend  clarity  of  purpose  with  steely 
pragmatism.  It  was  Lincoln  and  Lincoln  alone  who  had  a  mystical  attachment  to 
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the  Union,  and  he  was  willing  to  do  almost  anything  to  preserve  it,  even  as  the 
body  count  mounted  and  it  became  clear  that  the  sacred  struggle  would  be 
neither  brief  nor  necessarily  victorious.  Checking  out  books  from  the  Library  of 
Congress,  the  president  gave  himself  a  crash  course  in  military  strategy,  and  day 
after  day,  year  after  year,  dragged  his  tired  body  to  the  War  Department  to 
monitor  the  progress  of  Union  armies  in  the  field.  He  hectored  his  generals 
constantly  to  be  on  the  offensive:  "hold  on  with  a  bulldog  grip  and  chew  & 
choke,"  "stand  firm,"  "hold  ...  as  with  a  chain  of  steel." 

And  despite  his  revulsion  for  slavery  —  "if  slavery  is  not  wrong  then  nothing  is 
wrong"  —  he  hesitated  to  do  anything  about  emancipation  lest  he  jeopardize  a 
fragile  Union  coalition  that  included  slave-owning  states.  He  even  flirted  with 
fantastic  schemes  to  resettle  blacks  in  Liberia.  But  once  an  opportunity  presented 
itself  to  strike  a  death-blow  to  slavery,  he  took  it.  After  the  stirring  Union  victory 
at  Antietam  on  Sept.  17, 1862,  Lincoln  issued  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 
Though  billed  as  a  war  measure  based  on  "military  necessity,"  in  one  masterful 
stroke  Lincoln  imbued  the  Northern  war  effort  with  a  larger  moral  purpose, 
while  becoming  a  personal  emblem  of  freedom  himself. 

He  was  unfailingly  pragmatic  in  his  command  of  military  strategy  as  well.  Early 
in  the  war  he  made  it  a  central  tenet  that  the  goal  of  Union  generals  should  be  the 
destruction  of  Confederate  armies.  But  by  1864,  when  public  support  was 
waning,  and  it  looked  as  though  he  might  lose  his  bid  for  re-election,  he  allowed 
Gen.  William  Tecumseh  Sherman  to  unleash  total  war  on  the  South  —  a  form  of 
war  that  Robert  E.  Lee  had  adamantly  rejected  when  his  armies  moved  north 
through  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  Sherman  ravaged  Atlanta  beyond 
recognition,  sending  innocent  civilians  fleeing  the  city.  He  then  laid  waste  to  a 
vast  corridor  stretching  some  400  miles,  culminating  in  the  burning  of  Columbia, 
S.C.  Said  one  Southerner  who  witnessed  this  cloud  of  destruction  and  plunder, 
"We  are  going  to  be  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth."  Sherman  was  unrepentant, 
and  so  was  Lincoln. 

But  Lincoln  was  never  vengeful.  Once  the  tide  of  the  war  finally  changed,  he 
made  sure  that  the  looting  and  burning  ended,  particularly  when  Union  armies 
made  their  way  into  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  As  Lincoln  fatefully  told  one 
general,  "I  would  let  'em  up  easy." 

Perhaps  more  than  anything  else,  President  Obama  should  learn  from  Lincoln 
the  importance  of  perseverance.  The  fact  is  that  as  late  as  1864  —  well  after  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  in  hindsight  is  often  seen  as  the  great  turning  point  of 
the  war  ~  the  Union  was  still  suffering  frightful  losses.  In  six  weeks  alone  during 
the  Wilderness  Campaign,  Lee  inflicted  some  52,000  casualties  upon  Grant's 
men,  nearly  as  many  soldiers  as  America  would  lose  in  the  entire  Vietnam  War. 
The  single  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  was  an  unmitigated  bloodbath;  7,000  men 
slaughtered  in  under  an  hour,  most  of  them  in  the  first  eight  minutes,  more  than 
the  Confederates  lost  during  Gen.  George  Pickett's  infamous  Gettysburg  charge. 
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A  stunned  Lincoln  declared  that  the  "heavens  are  hung  in  black,"  and  most  of  the 
North  agreed.  By  then,  some  200,000  troops  had  deserted  the  federal  Army,  and 
everywhere  Lincoln  turned  there  were  fervent  antiwar  rallies.  The  influential 
journalist  Horace  Greeley  wrote  that  "our  bleeding,  bankrupt,  almost  dying 
country  longs  for  peace."  The  Democratic  Party,  headed  by  former  Gen. 
McClellan,  ran  on  a  peace  plank. 

How  easy  it  would  have  been  at  this  juncture  for  Lincoln  to  give  in  or 
compromise,  and  history  might  well  have  celebrated  his  refusal  to  subject  the 
North  to  the  continuing  blood  and  wreckage.  But  a  gloomy  Lincoln  resisted  the 
calls  for  Grant's  head.  Instead,  when  Grant  marched  his  army  across  the  James 
River  in  pursuit  of  Lee,  refusing  to  retreat  as  so  many  other  Union  generals  had 
done,  Lincoln,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  telegraphed  Grant:  "I  begin  to  see  it:  You 
will  succeed.  God  bless  you.  A.  Lincoln." 

Related  to  perseverance  is  the  importance  of  rhetoric  —  the  words  that  inspire 
and  articulate  national  ideals  and  deeds  —  but  Mr.  Obama  shouldn't  expect 
instant  results.  Lincoln's  first  inaugural  was  a  masterpiece  of  conciliation,  but  it 
did  little  to  soothe  antagonistic  passions  in  the  South  or  keep  the  Confederacy 
from  seceding.  The  importance  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,  another 
masterpiece,  was  almost  wholly  overlooked  by  much  of  the  country.  A  mere  272 
words,  it  was  so  short  that  only  one  fuzzy  photograph  of  the  occasion  exists.  And 
Lincoln's  second  inaugural,  arguably  the  finest  speech  given  in  American  history, 
was  treated  with  contempt  by  most  Southerners.  In  each  case,  only  with  the  flow 
of  time  do  we  see  how  important  these  speeches  are  to  the  overall  narrative  of  the 
American  story.  And  only  in  retrospect  did  they  more  fully  illuminate  our  path 
and  stitch  up  our  wounds. 

Just  as  important  as  the  elements  of  governing,  Mr.  Obama  can  also  learn  from 
Lincoln  about  the  personal  side  of  being  president.  If  Lincoln  was  marked  by  one 
trait,  it  was  humility  —  and  the  fact  that  he  was  always  himself.  Resisting 
temptations  to  fit  in  with  established  Washington,  Lincoln  liked  to  say,  "I 
presume  you  all  know  who  I  am,  I  am  humble  Abraham  Lincoln."  His  self- 
derogation  was  real,  and  so  was  his  simplicity:  He  referred  to  himself  as  "A," 
greeted  visitors  with  "Howdy,"  and  stuffed  notes  in  his  pockets  and  stuck  bills  in 
his  drawers.  Lincoln  also  knew  the  importance  of  diversions  to  help  him  weather 
the  strains  of  war,  frequently  going  to  plays  and  comedies  —  he  often  liked  to  say 
that  he  needed  a  "little  laugh." 

And  finally,  Lincoln  knew  that  as  president  of  the  United  States,  he  was  the 
steward  of  the  precious  fabric  of  American  democracy,  and  equally  importantly 
that  he  was  just  one  link,  and  a  temporary  one  at  that,  in  the  chain  of  presidents 
elected  to  watch  over  it.  As  Carl  Sandburg  once  remarked,  there  were  31  rooms  in 
the  White  House,  and  Lincoln  was  not  at  home  in  any  of  them.  He  knew  it  was 
never  really  his  house. 

Mr.  Obama,  as  improbable  and  eloquent  a  president  as  Lincoln,  will  almost 
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surely  come  to  feel  the  same. 


Mr.  Winik,  a  presidential  historian,  is  the  author,  most  recently,  of 
"The  Great  Upheaval:  America  and  the  Birth  of  the  Modern 
World"  (Harper,  2007). 


Please  add  your  comments  to  the  Opinion  Journal  forum. 
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Obama  rides  the  rails  to  DC  for  inaugural 
kickoff 

By  JENNIFER  LOVEN  and  NANCY  BENAC  -  1  day  ago 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  —  Invoking  hope  and  history,  President-elect  Barack  Obama  rolled 
into  the  capital  city  Saturday  night  pledging  to  help  bring  the  nation  "a  new  Declaration  of 
Independence"  and  promising  to  rise  to  the  stern  challenges  of  the  times.  He  kicked  off  a 
four-day  inaugural  celebration  with  a  daylong  rail  trip,  retracing  the  path  Abraham  Lincoln 
took  in  1861. 

Obama  began  his  day  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  said  the  young  nation  had  faced  its  "first 
true  test"  as  a  fragile  democracy.  He  ended  it  in  Washington,  where  his  own  tests  await 
after  his  inauguration  on  Tuesday. 

The  president-in-waiting  drew  on  a  grand  heritage  of  American  giants  as  he  appealed 
"not  to  our  easy  instincts  but  to  our  better  angels,"  an  echo  of  Lincoln's  first  inaugural 
address.  He  took  note  of  the  enormous  challenges  that  lie  ahead  and  promised  to  act 
with  "fierce  urgency,"  a  phrase  often  used  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Riding  a  vintage  railcar  on  his  whistle-stop  trip  to  Washington,  Obama  carried  with  him 
the  hopes  of  a  nation  weary  of  war,  frightened  of  economic  chaos  and  searching  for 
better  days.  Vice  President-elect  Joe  Biden  joined  the  journey  en  route,  from  his  home  in 
Delaware,  and  spoke  for  many  when  he  said  he  was  excited  and  ready  for  Tuesday. 

Then,  sobered  by  the  challenges  of  governing,  Biden  added:  "I  think  it's  Wednesday  we 
need  to  be  ready." 

Obama  was  smiling  and  confident  throughout  the  day  and  across  the  miles,  reaching  at 
each  stop  for  history's  lessons.  In  Philadelphia,  he  noted  the  risks  taken  by  the  men  who 
declared  America  independent  from  Britain.  In  Wilmington,  he  applauded  the  state  that 
first  ratified  the  Constitution.  And  in  Baltimore,  he  hailed  the  troops  at  Fort  McHenry  who 
beat  back  the  British  navy  and  inspired  the  poem  that  became  "The  Star-Spangled 
Banner." 

Washington  pulsed  with  anticipation  of  Obama's  swearing  in  as  the  nation's  first  black 
president.  The  city  was  aflutter  with  preparations  for  four  days  of  parties  and  pomp, 
shadowed  at  every  turn  by  layer  upon  layer  of  security.  For  every  banner  or  piece  of 
bunting  that  was  going  up  around  the  city,  there  was  a  concrete  barrier  or  metal  fence  at 
the  ready  as  well. 

Revelers  eager  to  get  a  head  start  on  the  celebration  already  were  flowing  into  the  city. 

Toni  Mateo,  38,  arrived  on  a  packed  train  from  Atlanta.  It  was  a  quiet  ride  at  first,  he  said. 

"I  just  screamed  out  'Obama,'  and  the  whole  crowd  erupted,"  he  said. 

For  all  the  travelers  arriving  in  Washington,  there  were  plenty  headed  the  opposite 
direction  —  fleeing  the  crowds,  the  security,  and  the  winter  cold. 

For  traveler  Obama,  there  was  a  celebratory  air  as  his  train  pulled  out  of  the  station  at 
Philadelphia. 

"Welcome  aboard  the  2009  inaugural  train  to  D.C,"  the  conductor  intoned. 

Obama's  blue  rail  car  was  tacked  onto  the  back  of  a  10-car  Amtrak  train  filled  with 
hundreds  of  guests,  reporters  and  staff  for  the  137-mile  ride  to  Washington.  Along  the 
way,  Obama  and  his  wife,  Michelle,  appeared  on  the  back  balcony  periodically  to  wave 
to  shivering  crowds  bundled  up  in  blankets  and  parkas  who  had  gathered  by  the  dozens, 
the  hundreds  and  more  along  the  route. 

One  held  a  sign  that  read,  "Happy  Birthday  Michelle,"  taking  note  of  the  future  first  lady's 
45th  birthday.  Another,  in  Delaware,  waved  a  placard  that  said,  "We  came  from 


President-elect  Barack  Obama, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  Michelle, 
right,  and  Vice  President-elect  Joe 
Biden,  and  his  wife  Jill  Biden, 
waves  from  their  train  car  after  a 
stop  on  their  inaugural  whistle  stop 
train  trip  in  Wilmington,  Del., 
Saturday,  Jan.  17,  2009.  (AP 
Photo/Charles  Dharapak) 
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Massachusetts  2  C  U." 

The  well-wishers  hoped  not  just  for  a  glimpse  of  the  44th  president-in-waiting  but  for  a 
cameo  role  in  history. 

Joan  Schiff,  47,  a  small  business  owner  who  campaigned  for  Obama,  turned  out  for  his 
departure  from  Philadelphia. 

"At  some  point,  you  look  up  and  think,  'I  am  in  a  moment,'"  she  said. 

Carolyn  Tyson,  55,  came  from  Medford,  N.J.  to  catch  Obama's  stop  in  Wilmington.  She 
arrived  a  good  seven  hours  early,  at  6:30  a.m.,  to  see  the  new  president.  "It's  unreal,  it's 
surreal,"  she  said  of  Obama's  election.  Tyson,  who  is  black,  said  she  never  thought  she'd 
see  a  president  of  color. 

The  heady,  celebratory  air  was  tempered,  however,  by  the  tumult  of  the  times,  and 
Obama  was  quick  to  acknowledge  them. 

"Only  a  handful  of  times  in  our  history  has  a  generation  been  confronted  with  challenges 
so  vast,"  he  said.  "An  economy  that  is  faltering.  Two  wars,  one  that  needs  to  be  ended 
responsibly,  one  that  needs  to  be  waged  wisely.  A  planet  that  is  warming  from  our 
unsustainable  dependence  on  oil." 

"There  will  be  false  starts  and  setbacks,  frustrations  and  disappointments,"  he  said,  "and 
we  will  be  called  to  show  patience  even  as  we  act  with  fierce  urgency." 

While  talking  about  the  future,  Obama  reflected  on  the  past,  echoing  the  words  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Lincoln  and  President  John  F.  Kennedy.  He  cited  the 
founding  fathers  who  risked  everything  with  no  assurance  of  success  in  Philadelphia  in 
the  summer  of  1776: 

"They  were  willing  to  put  all  they  were  and  all  they  had  on  the  line  —  their  lives,  their 
fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor  —  for  a  set  of  ideals  that  continue  to  light  the  world:  That 
we  are  equal.  That  our  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  come  not  from 
our  laws,  but  from  our  maker.  And  that  a  government  of,  by,  and  for  the  people  can 
endure." 

The  president-elect's  triumphant  day  started  with  a  sober  discussion  of  the  country's 
future  with  41  people  he  met  during  his  long  quest  for  the  White  House.  Preparing  to 
board  the  train,  Obama  said  that  "what's  required  is  a  new  declaration  of  independence 
—  from  ideology  and  small  thinking,  prejudice  and  bigotry." 

Obama  left  the  train  briefly  in  Baltimore  to  address  a  frozen-but-hearty  crowd  of  more 
than  40,000,  echoing  his  earlier  remarks  and  alluding  to  the  men  who  defended  nearby 
Fort  McHenry. 

"We  are  here  today  not  simply  to  pay  tribute  to  those  patriots  who  founded  our  nation  in 
Philadelphia  or  defended  it  in  Baltimore,  but  to  take  up  the  cause  for  which  they  gave  so 
much,"  he  said. 

Back  in  Washington,  members  of  his  administration  looked  beyond  the  inauguration  to 
the  details  of  governing. 

Obama  adviser  Valerie  Jarrett  addressed  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors  and  asked  for 
help  pushing  through  legislation  to  jump-start  the  moribund  economy. 

Although  Obama's  path  tracked  Lincoln's  and  took  on  the  same  overtone  of  high  security, 
it  wasn't  the  journey  of  virtual  secrecy  that  the  16th  president-elect  took  so  long  ago  on 
the  eve  of  the  Civil  War.  Lincoln  was  smuggled  under  cover  of  darkness  from  one  train 
station  to  another  to  avoid  a  feared  assassination  attempt. 

The  FBI  has  been  planning  for  the  inauguration  since  June.  Large  trucks,  a  bomb- 
detecting  robot,  canisters  with  hundreds  of  gallons  of  water  to  disrupt  a  car  bomb  and 
other  emergency  response  equipment  stretch  down  a  block  near  the  FBI's  Washington 
Field  Office. 

John  Perren,  a  special  agent  in  charge  of  counterterrorism,  said  there  was  no  credible 
intelligence  warning  of  any  attack. 

"We're  very,  very  confident  that  if  anything  happens,  we  know  how  to  respond  to  it," 
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Perren  said. 

Associated  Press  Writers  Darlene  Superville,  Nafeesa  Syeed  and  Eileen  Sullivan  in 
Washington,  Randall  Chase  in  Wilmington,  and  Patrick  Walters  in  Philadelphia 
contributed  to  this  report. 


Hosted  by 


Copyright  ©  2009  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 


http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gJKgWvqj  NGE3zAYxnidI319krhgD95P9...  1/19/2009 


